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Calendar
Duluth
Trail Fest
Park Point
Community
Club
Meeting andrdIce Cream
53 Dul
Social!
August 19th
Ice Cream at 6:30
Meeting at 7PM at
Lafayette

www.parkpointcommunityclub.org

August 2010

It’s Still All About The Bridge

Park Point Secret Garden
Tour
August 22
Death Row Regatta
September 19
Bridge to Peace 5k
November 6th

The mission of the Breeze is to
serve the community by:
1) Publishing the minutes
and financial statements
of the Park Point
Community Club
2) Informing the
community of upcoming
meetings, events,
happenings and projects
3) Providing a forum for
Park Point residents to
air their concerns
4) Sharing the history,
stories and anecdotes
that make Park Point a
unique place to live

The March issue of the Breeze was headlined “It’s All About the
Bridge”. For this issue I received a couple items that remind us of how
true that is. From Sarah Lyle, the above photo of the “stuck up”
bridge, and the following Paragraph:
“On Tuesday July, 27th, there was a severe thunderstorm. There had
already been one person struck by lightning, and then the power box on
the Aerial lift bridge was hit. The bridge had just been up for a
thousand footer that was heading out into the lake. As the it started to
come back down, the bridge lost power. People had to manually lower
it until the bridge could regain power. It was said to have been up for
around two hours”.
Then, from Dennis Hoelsher (I believe), some traffic info:
The official June vehicle count going over the bridge: 210,539
The official count for the first five days of July: 45,000
Hence, June and 5 days of July: over 1/4 million - in 36 days
From Jan 1 to July 5 997,732 , very close to 1 million
With it was also a reminder that the current small craft lift schedule is
just a test, and we need to urge our city councilors to support making it
permanent.
Whether it’s boats going under or cars going over, it affects us all.
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The Breeze
Editor: Alan Dartanyan
726-0110
Submissions
The deadline is September 2nd
for the September 2010 issue.
Please send submissions to
Alan Dartanyan at
breezeditor@msn.com by e-mail
or deliver to 1540 Minnesota Ave.

Park Point Community
Club Officers:
President: Dick Gould
3003 Minnesota Ave.
727-4067
Vice President: Liz Mackay
2233 Minnesota Ave.
722-1834
Secretary: Sheryl Robins
722 Minnesota Ave.
720-6518
Treasurer: Al Robins
722 Minnesota Ave.
720-6518

Committees
ART FAIR
Carla Tamburro
727-2661
Rummage Sale
Charlene Shimmin 722-6828
Dave Lavamaki 729-8925

Park Point Community Club August 19th Meeting
Agenda
501c application, the Airport and the Pine Forest, black helicopters,
park boundaries and ICE CREAM!
Park Pointers,
Help! We need a person to sit on the Parks and Rec. board. It is a
monthly meeting and we need to be up to date as to what is
happening in the parks both here and in the rest of the city.
Through this group we might be able to get additional porta potties
and or permanent toilets for the beach areas here on the point. It is
sad to see what is happening on the beaches and dunes with all the
people down here this summer.
I have talked with the Chief of police and he believes there is a
possibility of getting Park Rangers through UMD for as little as
$4.00/hr is anyone interested in researching this idea?
Ice fishing contest for next Feb., I have been told it could raise as
much as $100,00.00/ year for the club. We could do a lot for Park
Point facilities with this. I have made some contacts for anyone
who would like to pursue this idea.
Plant some trees, fall is just as good as spring, sometimes even
better. Remember a single tree can hold as much as a ton of carbon
dioxide while emitting pure oxygen! Another reason to save the
pine forest from the airport. Please call or write Jim Oberstar, our
Mayor, county commissioners and City councilors on this issue. If
we can't stop it the trees will soon be coming down.
Dick
The following letter was sent by the PPCC on July 16th:

ENVIRONMENTAL
Kinnan Stauber, 722-6255

HOSPITALITY
Diane Gould, 727-4067

LAFAYETTE SQUARE
RENTALS
Barb Flaig 727-2814
lafayette.ppcc@yahoo.com

S-CURVE SIGN
Dave Johnson, 722-9764

SUNSHINE
Pam Griggs
727-2158
pegriggs@clearwire.net
Park Point Community Club
P.O. Box 16326
Duluth, MN 55816-0326
www.
parkpointcommunityclub.org

Dear Councilor Gardner and Councilor Gauthier:
Last evening, July 15, Park Point Community Club members voted to
thank you, in particular for your many efforts:
*Taking time to facilitate a meeting to address the multiple
assaults on the Point and to listen to the concerns we have for the
“island”.
*Understanding that our interests in saving the Point are motivated
not by NIMBY but for the future of this fragile and unique piece of
land.
*Supporting our desire to have a vision for the Point and involve
ourselves in preserving this natural resource for the future.
*Speaking up for both citizens and for neighborliness.
*Helping us find ways to share this resource with all Dulutians,
whatever their means.
*Being positive about the potential of the new unified zoning code
by resisting spot rezoning and proactive in presenting alternatives
such as “small area plan process”.
*We commend you. And we amply appreciate your efforts as we
look forward to working with you in the future. Thank you
Dick Gould, President, Park Point Community Club
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St. Andrew's by the Lake Episcopal Church
www.standrewsbythelake.org
727-1262
The monthly news from Trinity Church, Wall Street, recently
had an article about a visit from The Rev. Oge Beauvoir, a priest
from Port-au-Prince, Haiti. The Rev. Beauvoir shared with the
congregation that there are 254 Episcopal schools in Haiti,
serving 80,000 students. Reopening all of those schools has
become a primary goal. He said, "In Haiti right now, what is
lacking is hope in the future. Our primary mission is to bring
hope to the people. A new Haiti is possible only if education
becomes a priority of priorities.. We have many buildings, but
we'll never change minds and spirits. That will happen through
schools."
I share this with you, because that has been our primary goal
in choosing to support village schools in Afghanistan and
Pakistan, through the Central Asian Institute (have you read Greg
Mortenson's book, Three Cups of Tea?). We made a pledge of
$20,000 to help sustain these small schools in villages that never
had a school before. We are close to reaching our $20,000
pledge. By the time we finish our Bridge to Peace 5K
Run/Walk in November, we should be way over the top!
Yes - November! The date has changed to Saturday,
November 6th (we used to run it in December). You are invited
to be part of creating justice and peace in the world (they have to
go together). Sign up to run or walk the 5K - or help by
volunteering. There is lots to do - and everyone is welcome to
help.
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Our Lady of Mercy
Catholic Church
2002 Minnesota Ave
722-3078
Priests:
Fr. John Petrich, Fr. Tom Foster and Fr. John Golobich
FORGIVING
When a man showed up at work with both ears bandaged, he
was asked what happened. “I was watching the ballgame on
TV and my wife was ironing nearby,” he explained. “She
left for a moment and the phone rang. I grabbed for it and
put the hot iron to my ear instead.”
“But what happened to the other ears?” he was asked.
“Wouldn’t you know no sooner had I hung up than the guy
called back.”
Thanks to the good Lord, who forgives and removes our
guilt. We all sin and often find ourselves making the same
mistakes again and again. We need – and we have access to
– a God who forgives and forgets.
Gracious Father, despite my best intentions, I find myself
committing the same sin over and over. Thank you for your
pardon and mercy. I need your Son Jesus, the merciful one.
Amen.

Services
Sunday Eucharistic Celebrations
Every Sunday at 9:00 A. M.

Don’t take legal issues into your own hands!

Consult
Leege Law!
Park Point’s own legal counsel
Focus on

Land Issues & Estate Planning
Sellers/buyers
Deeds/contracts/purchase agreements
Landlord/tenant
Wills/trusts
Powers of Attorney
Health Care Directives
*Real Property Law Specialist.
MSBA Certified
Also available evenings and weekends, your home or mine
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Larry L. Leege, P.A.
3219 Minnesota Avenue
Duluth, MN 55802
218-831-0438
Larkan8@clearwire.net

Park Point Community Club Meeting Minutes
July 15, 2010
President Richard Gould called the meeting to order @ 7:00 pm.
Officer Mike Tinsley. Reported about the biting dogs. Officer Tinsley said Animal Control
was notified and would take care of the problem.
Speed trailer @ 40th St was just installed. The trailer was installed as an education tool and
not an enforcement tool.
Officer Tinsley asked that the public contact him @ his desk at 730-5684. Should not leave
messages for him on his cell phone.

Pat Olson made a motion to accept the minutes from the June meeting. Diane Gould
seconded the motion.

Treasurer's Report. Al Robins reported the beginning balance from UBS was $47,137.
During the month of June - $6375 was taken in with expenses of $8,977. Balance at the end
of the month from UBS was $63,962.
Ed Alspaeh made motion to accept the Treasurer's Report. Carl Sherman seconded the
motion.
OLD BUSINESS
Communication. Tax returns are clear. Everything has been paid. A discussion concerning
Gunnar Johnson letter about a lawsuit against the city. A meeting where Counselor Sharla
Gardner, Counselor Kerry Gauthier, City Attorney Gunnar Johnson and Richard Gould
discussed how the City and the Park Point Community Club should work together.
It was suggested we look into hiring a park ranger through UMD. Dennis was going to look
into this.
The summer youth program needs toys. Signs that say welcome to Park Point need repairing
again. By-laws need to be rewritten with the inception of the 501C. Checks should be made
out to the 'Park Point Community Club.' Otherwise, the checks will have to go back to the
person issuing the check and rewritten. The bank will not accept.
Leanne Rutherford brought up the statement on a letter from Gunnar Johnson concerning the
Park Point Art Fair being city sponsored and not the Park Point Community Club. Bruce
Rutherford asked if there had been a response from Senator Oberstar. The senator has not
responded yet.
Sale of the land at the end of Park Point was brought up. Kinnan Stauber said she was
waiting for another opinion. It was brought up that we should negotiate with the city rather
than hire an attorney while we are waiting for the other opinion. The question was asked
what 'moving ahead' entailed. The answer was a long range plan for what we wanted Park
Point to be like 50 years from now.
A motion was made and seconded to authorize $5000 for a legal retainer, if needed. A vote
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of the members was called for. All ayes except an opposition vote by Elizabeth McKay.
Leanne Rutherford made a motion about a letter to be sent to Counselor Sharla Gardner and
Counselor Kerry Gauthier commending them for their good job of keeping Park Point's
interest on their priority list. Diane Gould seconded the motion.
NEW BUSINESS
Motion made and seconded to pay up to $500 for attorney fees to stop the construction of
the motel. A vote was called from the members. All aye votes except an opposing vote from
Elizabeth McKay. Doug Aretz, executive director, of Bayshore introduced himself and offered
his support for community concerns.
Volunteers were needed to make up the long range planning committee for the future vision
of Park Point. Ed Alspaeh, Kinnan Stauber, Carolyn Kerns, Ed Meckay, Carl Sherman, Al
Robins and Phyllis Sherman have volunteered to serve on this committee.
Al Robins made a motion to adjourn the meeting. David Poulin seconded the motion.
If names have been misspelled, please let the secretary know.

News from the Lafayette Community Edible Garden
Our garden is really shaping up and we are grateful to the Park Point Community Club for giving us
space for our tools in the new shed they built adjacent to the garden. Our thanks also go out to the
children participating in the Park Point Summer Youth Program. They have embellished our garden with
colorful painted Lake Superior rocks and created scare crows from donated clothes, as well as planted
watermelon and carrots.
Following our mission for cooperative living and community involvement, this season’s abundant
harvest has been shared among the garden members and excess produce has been donated to the
Damiano Soup Kitchen and the Chum Food Shelf.
Our Neighbors Night Out event on August 3 was a wonderful success, with about 75 attendees. We
feasted on homemade desserts and lemonade, and grooved to the rhythmic beats of an impromptu drum
circle.
Please support our efforts, and have fun doing so, by participating in our 2010 Park Point Secret Garden
Tour on Sunday, August 22, from 1 to 5 p.m. Seven Park Point families will be welcoming us into their
unique yards and sharing their gardening tips. Tickets are only $7 each and will be available in advance
at St. Louis Bay Dry Goods, 723 S. Lake Ave., or at Lafayette Square during the event. Tickets are
limited in number, so get yours early.
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A DRC crew heads out to the starting line at the 53rd
Annual International Regatta on June 10th.
Once again, contrary winds forced rowers to carry their boats
over to the lake side of Park Point. Quite a process. Looks like
a parade of centipedes crossing the street and going up the path
to the beach. But that’s the beauty of living on this sand bar,
with water on both sides. If it’s too rough on one side, you just
go over to the other.

Lafayette Summer Youth………………..
Where has the summer gone, its already August and we still have so much to do……!
We have 40 children registered, some coming from as far away as Norway, Switzerland and
Germany! We are holding steady to about 20 to 23 participants a day and still Rockin & Rollin……..
Since the last update we have flown the friendly skies and used tree branches as our landing
pad with our balsa airplanes, we have munched on popcorn at Duluth 10 while keeping our eyes
glued to the movie screen as we watched Dispicable Me. We have been to the Coast Guard Station
and have seen the boat that can float upside down and picnicked at the “S” curve play ground. We
became water chickens and held Water Olympics while on our “end of point picnic and swim
fieldtrip”. We were pirates floating on a log while the Tall Ships came to port and welcomed them
with a wave of our swim noodles. We have proudly worn our bright red Jr. Firefighter hats we
received when we visited the Fire Station and watched the firefighters magically appear from the top
level as we yelled “911”. We have seen the heat our hands leave from the “Heat Machine” the Fire
Dept uses and have decided we need one to locate our sand covered shoes on the beach. We have
made friendly scarecrows for the garden but forgot to put on their raincoats and have planted our
painted rocks around the kids garden. We have become official taste testers for vegetables at our
Vegetable Munch Down and voted carrots and cucumbers are the favorite (thank you garden people
for all our work in involving the kids). We have shown off our artistic talents on Neighborhood Nite
Out signs that decorated the Point. We were visited by the Duluth Police Dept. and became a Jr.
Police Officer and woke our neighbors with the sirens (we apologize). We have painted dinosaurs,
Christmas ornaments, mirrors, bug boxes, etc., on our marathon paint-a-thon and made sheep and
cows out of plastic foam. We are still working on our Lego Town (which has become very popular)
and we continue decorate the sidewalks with chalk.
For the remaining of the days we will become tourists and tour Canal Park, searching for treasures
left behind from the Tall Ships, we will ward of hungry seagulls on our picnics, continue to make
friends with the DTA drivers, become Master Bowlers at Incline Station and many other things.
Once again, THANK YOU everyone for everything and please stop down to see us in action and
sign our Guest Book or join us for a game of Fishnet Frisbee. We are open Monday thru Thursday,
10:00 to 4:00.
Happy Summer, Joy
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Editor’s Corner
I’ve been out of town for the last few
weeks, so I’ve missed a few things: a couple
running races, The “Tall Ships” Maritime
Festival – complete with it’s own helicopter air
show, the bridge being struck by lightning, the
Edible Garden Club’s Neighborhood Night
Out at Lafayette. So if I seem a little out of the
loop in this issue, it’s because I have been.
Jumping back in time a bit, I was glad
to see the City Council uphold the Planning
Commission’s denial of a zoning change
requested for that hotel at 10th St. – but was a
little disturbed that it was such a close vote (54). This should have been unanimous.
Not because it was such a bad project – many
people saw some good things in there – but
because the practice “spot zoning”, changing
the zoning to fit the project, rather than
designing the project to fit the zoning, is
precisely what the Comprehensive Plan and
the new Unified Zoning Code is supposed to
end. This isn’t a Park Point issue. Unless
developers get a firm message that zoning
“rules are rules”, challenges and appeals for
changes will continue, new code or not.
So, how is the bridge lift schedule
working for you? The feedback I’ve heard has
been unanimously positive. No, it doesn’t
keep you from being caught by that 1000
footer – and it can’t stop the lightning – but it
does make planning out trips to the mainland a
little easier. But remember this is only a test.
If we want the scheduled lifts to continue,
we’ll have to make ourselves heard.
Not much else for me to comment on,
so I’ll leave you with two words: Ice Cream!
There will be ice cream and toppings served
before the August 19th PPCC meeting. Be
there and get your share!
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Beautifying the S-curve Area
Now that the red and green
Buoys are in place, we’re
Looking for a large anchor,
and a heavy bench or picnic
table to add to the area
Planting will be done after the sign
rebuilding, if it is not too late. Contact
Lynn Bentfield 464-3790 or 727-4477

The Breeze
Park Point Community Club
P.O. Box 16326
Duluth, MN 55816-0326

Park Point Resident

Numbers you can use
Got (non-emergency) issues you’d like to discuss, but don’t know whom to call? Here’s some numbers
you can use: Parks Maintenance Division: 730-4491 (after hours 730-4150)
Fire station #5 (Park Point): 723-3215 Community Police Officer Mike Tinsley: 218-730-5684.
City Councilor Sharla Gardner: 724-4701 sharla.gardner@gmail.com
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