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Editor:  Alan Dartanyan                
breezeditor@msn.com    
218-726-0110                        
Submissions for the 
December issue are due by 
11/27/2026                                               

 The Breeze 

 Of Park Point 
Upcoming Events  

PPCC & MP50 
Fall Fest 

November 4th              

4-7PM at 
Lafayette                                   

 MP50 Partners 
Meeting  

November 5th 
Radisson 

Downtown            
8:30 AM- 3:30 PM 

Lafayette 
Community 

Edible Garden   
Potluck           

November 9th,           
6-8 PM at 
Lafayette    

 Park Point 
Community Club 
November 17th             

6:45 social               
7PM meeting                  
at Lafayette    

 

  Park Point 
Flower Garden 

Club   
contact                      

Sue Solin                             
218-349-0682 

 

Vol. 64 Issue 11 
  

 

This one’s 
not a 

Turkey! 

November 2026
  

October ended with quite a sight as the ocean ship Muntgracht departed Duluth in 
incredibly dense harbor fog. This ship traveled all the way from Italy carrying 
industrial machinery. Built in 2012, the Dutch vessel is 466 feet long and has three 
onboard cranes. As it departed a few days later, I even recognized a few Pointers 
standing on the pier! November is here, the Halloween pumpkins are gone, and winter 
isn’t far behind. There’s talk about a super El Niño winter, and wouldn’t it be nice to 
leave those snow shovels in the garage? I wouldn’t count on it! Next time you’re 
crossing the Lift Bridge, look toward Bentleyville. Before long, the holiday lights will 
be shining again. Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and other December celebrations are 
just around the corner. It’s an exciting time of year. And speaking of the bridge, how 
many people can say they cross a working lift bridge every day just to get home? 
Sometimes I think we forget how lucky we are to live here. November is my favorite 
month for ship watching. The famous gales of November can bring some powerful 
winds and enormous waves to Lake Superior. But November also brings a reminder of 
the dangers sailors face. On November 10th, we remember the 29 men who lost their 
lives aboard the Edmund Fitzgerald 51 years ago. Please keep those sailors and their 
families in your thoughts. As for the swimming shorts and T-shirts, I think that drawer 
can stay closed for a while! 

By: Vibe with Mike 
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                                                                                 President’s Report                                                                                                       
Hi everyone!   As we move into November there are a few things to consider for residents and visitors on the 
Point. 

   First of all, remember Nov 4th, Wednesday for "Fall Fest", 4pm-7pm.  Food, beverages, games, and live 
music from some bottom dwellers.  We could use some volunteers to show up at 3 to help with set-up.  The 
following day the MP50 committee will hold an event downtown.   Please send me an email if you are able to 
help with set-up.    
   For our Nov PPCC meeting, Abby of Dovetail Partners (in charge of coordinating the Park Point burn), 
offered along with some of the burn leaders to give the PPCC additional follow up information about the burn, 
such as letting us know how they thought it went, what went well, what could have been improved, and maybe 
what the plan is for future burns. 
   There has been a cat on the prowl periodically(brown or grey and white).  Please keep your cats indoors or 
tethered.  Domestic cats are a leading cause of the decline of migratory birds.  More on this as spring 
approaches. 
   A big reminder for all as the days grow shorter.  There are many of us active after dark-walkers, runners, 
bikers, dog walkers etc.  Many of us wear dark clothing in late fall and winter.  We are essentially invisible.  I 
encourage and ask all of us to wear some reflective or high visibility clothing for the consideration of motorists 
and our own safety.  Using a light or headlamp is a great help.  If any of us were to hit a pedestrian or cyclist, 
even if we were in the right, having to live with that memory would be anguishing.  So for our own safety and 
consideration for others, let's light up like Christmas trees. 
   Thanks everyone!  Enjoy our last days of fall!  Cheers-Scott     ppccex26@gmail.com 

MP-50 whaaat? 

With the recent change in leadership in the Park Point Community Club, as long-serving president Dawn Buck stepped 
down, and Scott Wolff stepped up into the role, the executive board of the PPCC began to look into the by-laws and 
organization of the club, to see what needed to be up-dated or streamlined to meet current needs.  And that meant looking 
at the standing committees of the club.  Questions came up about the relationship of the MP-50 and the club.  It is listed 
among committee reports at meetings, and submits a report regularly that is printed in the Breeze, but, technically, it is a 
separate organization. Or sort of. So I did some digging through back issues of the Breeze.  And I do mean digging, as 
this predates the Breeze being available on-line. 

It was back in 2010, when the leadership of the PPCC – and this predates even Dawn’s tenure – came up with the idea of 
converting the PPCC from its current non-profit status -which I believe is 501B – to a 501C. Now a 501C has more 
leeway in certain areas, particularly in fundraising and seeking grants.  So the club officers approached the IRS with this 
proposal.  It was denied.  The IRS said the activities of the Park Point Community Club, such as running the Park Point 
Art Fair and the Summer Youth Program, were not consistent with the rules of a 501C. 

So the PPCC leadership came up with another plan - you might call it a scheme:  They created a whole new 501C 
organization, known as the Minnesota Point Preservation Society.  The idea was to gradually transfer all the assets of the 
PPCC to this new organization, let the PPCC fade out of existence and re-emerge as the MPPS, a 501C.  By the end of 
2011 the MPPS was recognized by the IRS as a 501C with an interim board made up of PPCC members, and $10,000 
was transferred from the PPCC to the MPPS. 

This action was met with some resistance, both within the PPCC and eventually the IRS.  About a year later, $9000 of 
that original $10.000 was transferred back to the PPCC.  But the MPPS still existed, with a board made up of PPCC 
members, but without a real purpose. 

Along comes the MP-50, which began as an off-shoot of the PPCC’s High Water and Erosion Committee, looking at 
long term (50 year) resiliency planning.  As this grew into the MP-50 – still a PPCC committee – it put together a 
business plan,  approved by the PPCC in August of 2023, under which the Minnesota Point Preservation Society would 
“oversee and fund MP-50 actions”.  Finally, a true purpose for the MPPS, and a use for it’s 501C status.    

Eventually, the Minnesota Point Preservation Society became the MP-50. Whether the MP-50 is still a committee of the 
PPCC or not, its mission remains the same, and continues to work with and, report to, the Park Point Community Club.   
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                                            Park Point Community Club meeting minutes                                                                      

The October 2026 monthly meeting of the Park Point Community Club was called to order by Scott Wolff, President on 
October 20th, 2026, at 7:00 pm. Scott welcomed community members.                                                                                      
A motion was made to approve the minutes of the September meeting. Motion was approved to accept the minutes. All in 
attendance voted aye.                                                                                                                                                                
Scott reviewed that a survey will be sent to all PP residents to gain a better perspective on a wide range of topics. We are 
hoping the community will respond so please watch for upcoming info.                                                                                  
Treasurers Report -Mary Treuer                                                                                                                                            
Brief finance report provided. There will be a year-end financial recap of the Club finances in December. Currently, we 
are on track to end the year with a positive cash balance.                                                                                                           
Art Fair – Carla Tamburro                                                                                                                                                      
Brief discussion. The budget has been set and we’re still waiting on word from the City of Duluth regarding the $10,000 
grant to market the Art Fair on a state-wide basis.                                                                                                                
Watch Committee                                                                                                                                                               
Please continue to monitor activity that seems suspicious as well as traffic concerns and report to 911.                        
Sunshine Committee – Brittany Prim                                                                                                                                       
Three Get Well cards sent.                                                                                                                                                    
Edible Garden - Coral McDonnell                                                                                                                                        
There are still some items left in the garden. Everyone is free to help themselves.                                                           
Summer Youth Program – Carolyn Kerns                                                                                                                             
The youth program report will be available at the November meeting.                                                                           
Rummage Sale – Heidi Harrison                                                                                                                                  
Preparations will begin in January. Dates for the 2027 Rummage Sale are Friday 6/11 and Saturday 6/12.                      
Traffic Safety – Brian Ruggle                                                                                                                                                  
We are still waiting for the placement of the hinged signs. Hopefully in the next couple of weeks. There will be 5 signs 
installed in each of 3 areas alerting visitors and community members to alternate side parking The three areas will be by 
the bridge, the S-curve and near LaFayette. Please continue to report concerns. Email traffic safety issues to 
ParkPointTrafficSafety@gmail.com.                                                                                                                                        
MP50: Pat Sterner                                                                                                                                                                         
Pat provided an update on the recent burn. She thanked all who were involved, and plans are being prepared for a 
potential spring burn. Fall Fest will be Nov 4th and 5th. On Nov 4th , there will be an Open House at Lafayette from 4pm 
to 7pm. On Nov 5th the Summit will be from 8:30am to 3:30pm at the Radisson. For additional info, please see the MP50 
website. If you have any questions, please contact Pat Sterner or Paul directly at paul.treuer@gmail.com.                            
The Breeze - Alan Dartanyan                                                                                                                                                 
Please continue to submit items of interest.                                                                                                                                
Misc:                                                                                                                                                                                              
If you are interested in making ice this winter for the hockey and pleasure rink, please call 612-812-3174                   
Discussion regarding the houseboats that are being planned for Harbor Cove.                                                                   
Thanks to Diane Gould for providing coffee and goodies. 

Motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 pm 

Following the mtg, Scott introduced June and Sarah                                                                                                                 
who presented on Hawk Ridge and their participation                                                                                                                 
in banding, counting and documenting this year’s                                                                                                                      
bird migration. 

Respectfully submitted, Rory Strange 
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Len and Lois                    
(218) 606-1670                
(218) 580-0739               

Park Point 
Residents/ Musicians                        
You’re going to like 

what you see and 
hear 

 

                                                                   
Pet Sitter Available on Park Point                 

· Cats, dogs & other household pets                          
· Housesitting for homes without pets also welcome                                                                      

· Flexible schedule                                                  
· Experience with medically complex pets              

· Extended time to keep your pets company            
· Competitive rates· Watering plants & bringing in 

mail included                                                              
· Park Point preferred but will consider other Duluth 

neighborhoods.                                          
Reach out & let’s set it up!                                         

Brie Monahan ● (505) 690-1688 ● 
briemonahan@yahoo.com 
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News from the Lafayette Community Edible Garden      

At the well-attended October 12 monthly potluck dinner meeting, Aaron Prim gave a greeting in the Pawnee language to 
celebrate Indigenous Peoples Day and Ellie Alspach presented a detailed garden recap of the 2026 growing season. She 
reported which plants produced well and those that didn’t; provided options to be considered for the 2027 growing season; 
and gave kudos to those gardeners who nurse our plants at home, either over-wintering them or starting seeds at home in 
the early spring to create transplants for us. 

Raspberry update from member Cherie Bridges: “Our raspberries along the fence by the tennis court are infected with a 
fungus, possibly spur blight, and the solution advised online was to remove the canes at the soil level and also remove any 
other diseased plant material. The new primocanes that emerge next spring will, hopefully, be free of the nasty fungus. In 
addition, all weeds should be removed from this area so that at some future time we can add wood chips as a weed barrier. 
It appears that the raspberry plants along the west side are healthy--fingers crossed! More will be shared after we meet 
with one of the St. Louis County Cooperative Extension staff. Be sure to disinfect tools after cutting raspberry plants in 
order to prevent spread of the blight.” 

Your community garden steering committee has been hard at work. You might wonder what this committee does. Here are 
current tasks they are working on: determining what projects need to be done in the garden from planting to harvesting to 
seed-saving, providing guidance on when produce it ready to harvest, doing long-term planning for the garden hard scape, 
monitoring the treasury, and planning programs for the monthly meetings. They could always use extra help. If you are 
interested in serving on this committee, contact Missy at 515-991-7280, mjking@siu.edu. 

Want more information about the gardening fun? Missy King is the contact person for folks interested in membership in 
the community garden and potluck dinner info. She can be contacted at 515-991-7280, mjking@siu.edu. Our monthly 
potluck dinners are FREE and open to all Park Pointers. They take place at the Lafayette Community Club. Please bring 
your own plates, silverware, beverage and a dish to share. We will continue to have our monthly potluck dinner meetings 
on the second Monday of the month from 6 to 8 p.m. 

Save the Date:                                                                                                                                                                                      
November 9, 6-8 p.m.: Member introductions. Bring new, unused socks and we'll donate them to CHUM. Also, bring cash 
if you want to buy $5 raffle tickets to try to win the donated Le Creuset Dutch oven!                                                                                          
December 14, 6-8-p.m.: Winter holiday party with Don Lemmerman as emcee. 

-Susan Peters 

  This Swedish Apple Cake from Doug McEneany was enjoyed at the Lafayette Community Garden potluck dinner in 
October and many folks have requested the recipe. 

Swedish Apple Cake                                                                                                                                                                                       
Cake Ingredients:                                                                                                                                                                                               
1/2 cup butter (room temp)                                                                                                                                                                                    
1 1/3 cups sugar                                                                                                                                                                                                   
2 eggs                                                                                                                                                                                                               
1 1/2 tsp vanilla                                                                                                                                                                                                    
1 1/2 cups flour                                                                                                                                                                                                   
1 tsp baking soda                                                                                                                                                                                                   
1 tsp salt                                                                                                                                                                                                                
1 1/2 tsp cinnamon                                                                                                                                                                                             
1/2 tsp nutmeg                                                                                                                                                                                                       
3 cups chopped apples                                                                                                                                                                                       
1/2 cup chopped walnuts 

Caramel Topping:                                                                                                                                                                                               
2/3 cup brown sugar                                                                                                                                                                                             
1 tablespoon cream                                                                                                                                                                                               
2 tablespoons butter 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Grease a 9”- or 10”-springform pan. 
Beat the butter and sugar until fluffy. Add the eggs, one at a time, until 
combined. Blend in the vanilla. Mix together the dry ingredients (flour, 
baking soda, salt, cinnamon, and nutmeg), then fold them into the 
butter mixture until combined. Fold in the apples and walnuts. Spoon 
into pan. Bake for 30 minutes.                                                                
While the cake is baking, prepare the Carmel Topping. Combine the 
ingredients in a small, heavy-bottomed sauce pan. Cook until it reaches 
a full boil. Pour it over the cake and return it to the oven to bake for an 
additional 10-15 minutes. Cake will be done when center is firm and 
caramel is cracking. If using a 9” springform pan, it will take a bit 
longer to bake. 

 



6 
 

 



7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 From Community Police Officer Jeremy O’Conner 

When people think of November, a few things usually come to mind. One, for Minnesotans anyway, is hunting—good 
luck to all the hunters out there, and be safe! Another is Thanksgiving. With that in mind, I’d like to thank all of you for 
the many ways you help keep Park Point such a welcoming and safe place. The commitment and involvement I see in 
your community club and throughout your neighborhood are top-notch and, frankly, unmatched in most other Duluth 
neighborhoods. 

Thank you for helping make Park Point safe for residents and visitors alike. You take the time to get to know your 
neighbors, keep valuables out of sight, lock your doors, and report suspicious activity and unsafe driving to 911. These 
actions help protect the neighborhood and deter criminal behavior. I also want to thank you for your continued support of 
the Duluth PD. Over the past year, you’ve supported our officers and civilian staff in several ways, including 
contributing to the Law Enforcement Torch Run and supporting a pizza party for our Community Service Officers. 
These thoughtful gestures mean a lot and are greatly appreciated. 

Over the past few months, several people have asked how they can support DPD or thank a specific officer they’ve 
interacted with during a call for service or in passing. My best answer is to keep doing the things mentioned above. A 
personal thank-you is always appreciated, and even a friendly wave to officers patrolling the Point can brighten their 
day. You can also visit the DPD website to submit a compliment about an officer, which will be added to their file. 
Thank you again for everything you do for Park Point and for your support of DPD. I hope you all have a safe and happy 
Thanksgiving! 
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                                                               Park Point Community Club  Officers:                                                                                            

President: Scot Wolff  ppccex26@gmail.com    Vice President: Dave Halvorson halvo002@gmail.com.                     
Secretary: Rory Strange  rstrange3@icloud.com     218-340-7220                                                               
Treasurer: Mary Treuer  mbtreuer@gmail.com                                                                                                                                      
Art Fair coordinator:  Carla Tamburro   coordinator@parkpointartfair,org  218-348-7338                                      
Rummage Sale committee: Heidi Harrison, Deb Strange  debstrange2008@icloud.com                                                                                      
Hospitality committee:  Diane Gould   218- 727-4067   Ted Buck 218- 525-1764                                                                                
The Postcard (S-curve sign): : Rory Strange  rstrange3@icloud.com                                                                         
Sunshine committee:  Britt Prim   Brittanyprim@gmail.com                                                                                       
Website: www.parkpointcommunityclub.org                                                                                                     
Lafayette Square Rentals:  Chris Seversen, Parks Permit Coordinator  218-730-4305   
www.duluthmn.gov/parks/registration                                                                                                                              
The Breeze editor: Alan Dartanyan 218 726-0110 breezeditor@msn.com        

Numbers you can use                                                                                                          
Got (non-emergency) issues you’d like to discuss, but don’t know whom to call?                                                    

Here are some helpful contacts                                                                                               
Public Works and Utilities 24 hr. emergency contact numbers:                                                                 

Natural Gas 218-730-4100, Streets, Water & Sewer 218- 730-4000                                                                                          
Lift Bridge Supervisor  723-3387                                                                                       

Community Police Officer Jeremy O’Connor  JOconnor@duluthmn.gov                                                                
PP water Quality issues:  Chris Kleist, ckleist@duluthmn.gov, office 218-730-4063 and 218-355-0598           

Parking Services 218-730-5470                                                                                    
Parks & Rec:   afornear@duluthmn.gov                                                                                                               

Animal Control 218-730-4846                                                                                                                             
City Councilor Roz Randorf rrandorf@duluthmn.gov 218-443-8364                                                                             

City of Duluth/home 218-730-5000                                                                                                    
duluthmn.gov/contact 

 

 

Quiet, professional, current resident of Point 
SEEKING HOUSE TO RENT ON PARK 

POINT.                                                            
Prefer long term lease. Flexible move in date 

and # of bedrms. Excellent references 
available. I work full time and clean VRBO’s 
on the side. Contact Pamela at 218-206-1407. 
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